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Meat Consumption in the Yayoi Period
NisHiMo10 Toyohiro

It is thought that life in the Yayoi Period differed from area to area according to the extent to
which agriculture was practised. This paper considers those Yayoi Period sites in western Japan
where rice agriculture seems to have been most actively practised-that is, the area from North
Kyushu to the Nobi Plain-in an effort to investigate the consumption of meat at the time.

The cultivation of rice seems to have been carried on in the Yayoi sites of western Japan right
from the beginning of the period. Apart from rice, however, pigs and dogs also entered Japan, and
so did the habit of using them for food. Concurrently, hunting for wild animals declined. There
was a decline in deer and wild boar remains, but also a marked decline in the remains of those
small and mid-sized animals which, like badgers, foxes and flying squirrels, would have been
prized for their pelts. At the same time we may conjecture that meat would have been eaten to
counter food shortages brought on by population increase.

Together with this change to meat consumption, the lower jawbones of pigs came to be used in
religious ceremonies, and the bones of deer and wild boar (perhaps pigs) used for purposes of div-
ination. Yayoi society in western Japan was characterized by its acceptance of the cultural life of
those people who had brought agriculture with them from the Asian mainland; it embraced a world
view and system of values far different from those of Jomon society. More attention must be paid
to how different they were, and how the use made of animals in the Yayoi society of western Japan

differed from elsewhere.
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