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Some Problems Arising from Agricultural Implements Excavated from the

Fujinoki Tumulus
SHIRAISHI Taichire

Together with the elaborate grave goods found in the Fujinoki tumulus (Ikarugacho, Nara Prefec-
ture) -horse trappings of gilt bronze, bronze mirrors, jade ornaments, gilt bronze armor, a deco-
rated sword among them-nearly one hundred iron agricultural implements were also excavated.
These included axes, adzes, knives, chisels, scythes and plowshares. All had been placed in the
stone burial chamber, together with horse trappings and armor, in a narrow space between the
dwelling-shaped stone coffin and the inner wall. They were all diminutively sized, but retained
traces of wooden handles, so it may be assumed that they were equipped with handles at the time
they were buried.

This custom of burying iron agricultural implements is a special characteristic of early and mid-
dle Tomb Period burials in Japan. Initially actual agricultural implements were buried, but from
the end of the early period into the middle period there are numerous examples of stone models or
iron miniatures in tumuli. There are various theories to account for the presence of agricultural
implements as grave goods, but it is generally thought that they would have been used as ritual
objects in religious ceremonies by the priest with whom they were buried. By the same logic we
can understand how, during the middle Tomb period, stone models of sake brewing implements or
of weaving looms came to be buried with priestly functionaries.

The custom of burying these iron agricultural implements all together gradually disappeared in
the late Tomb Period. In particular, cases like that of the Fujinoki tumulus, where some hundred
such objects were placed beside the coffin, are almost unknown. Since the Fujinoki tomb dates to
the late 6th century, the very end of the Tomb Period, the extremely anachronistic nature of these
agricultural grave goods may suggest something about the character of this particular tomb. Like
the presence of the elaborate Japanese-style sword, which could conceivably have been the model
for the jewelled sword at Ise Shrine, these goods may well indicate that whoever was buried in the
Fujinoki tomb was a member of the monarchical family responsible for officiating at national reli-

gious ceremonies.
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