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A Formation of a Medieval Castle Town: A Comparative Study on
the “Incastellamento” in Japan and Europe

SENDA, Yoshihiro

Archaeological studies have demonstrated that a rural settlement started to centralize in various
regions of Japan in the thirteenth century and thereafter. The settlement analysis has conven-
tionally focused on the settlement distribution, and neglected the spatial relationship with the ad-
jacent castles. This study stresses that the castle structure is the key to understanding the cen-
tralization of Japanese rural settlement in the sixteenth century.

The centralization of rural settlement along the castle is seen not only in Japan but also in
the eleventh century of Europe. Toubert first recognized this phenomenon and named it as “in-
castellamento”. In his study, this settlement reformation was only found in the south of the Alps
and not apparent in the north. This paper reanalyzes the European studies based on the field
survey in Germany and Britain, and aims to clarify the idiosyncrasies of Japanese and European
incastellamento.

Based on the analysis of Japanese settlement formation, the study indentifies two types of in-
castellamento, rural and urban. In Japan, the ruraltype of incastellamento occurred first, fol-
lowed by the urban-type. In Germany, only the urban-type of incastellamento was found,
whereas in Britain, both types of incastellamento occurred as is in Japan. In Germany and Brit-
ain, the reanalysis of the earth-and-timber castles in the eleventh century points out that the
outer bailey functioned as an incipient urban center.

Japanese historical settlement studies have traditionally dichotomized urban and rural areas.
This study proposes a more integrative approach to the settlement analysis by focusing on the

formation of regional cores in a broad, regional perspective.
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