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Process and Rituals in the Architectural Construction in Ancient Japan
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Process and Rituals in the Architectural Construction in Ancient Japan

HAMASHIMA, Masaji

Japanese architecture is characterized by a wooden construction with an axial structure. The

building process includes a cutting down of appropriate trees in forests, lumbering, manufactur-

ing of various parts (Kizukuri), and a construction of the platform by laying stones. It is then fol-
lowed by setting up the framework with columns and beams, roofing tiles, attaching parts, pav-
ing walls, painting, and nailing various metal fittings.

How were the above processes carried out in the ancient times? How long did it take to com-
plete them? What kind of rituals were held in the course of construction? What were the details
of Kizukuri-hajime, Hashira-tate and Mune-age (rituals of Takumi-ancient Japanese architects), in
particular? Did they differ in ancient times from those of the Medieval period and thereafter? To
answer these questions, the author discusses the construction of the Buddhist temples and the
court palaces in ancient Japan based on the archival records. The results of the survey can be
summarized as follows:

1) Regarding the construction term, it took two to two and half years to build a Buddhist tem-
ple, whereas approximately one year was required to complete a palace.

2) The rituals during the course of construction, such as Hashira-tate and Mune-age, were held
once on an auspicious day. These ceremonies did not necessarily correspond to the actual
construction processes.

3) The details of Hashira-tate and Mune-age in the ancient times cannot be precisely recon-
structed. However, in some case, they might have been similar to those in the Medieval era

and thereafter.
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