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Bulletin of the National Museum of Japanese History
vol.77 March 1999

A Ceremonial Parade: A Case of Okayama Toushougu

FUKUHARA, Toshio

The ceremony at Okayama Toushougu died out due to the collapse of the Edo shogunate gov-
ernment and the separation of Shintoism and Buddhism by the Meiji government. Another rea-
son of its abandonment might be that the ceremony was to celebrate the power, and was not for
the commoners.

Recent studies on Medieval urban history state that ceremonial parades signify political cul-
ture that intends to visually demonstrate the power and wealth of the lords. The ceremony at
Toushougu was held by the lord of Okayama under permission of the Tokugawa shogunate gov-
ernment, and therefore has a clear political ideology.

“Toushougu ceremonial parade” is a painting showing the commoners’ parade of Toushougu
ceremony at the Medieval castle town of Okayama. Depicted is “Teikin Urimono” (a masquerade
of venders) in which all of 62 districts of the town participated, and was conducted during 1739
to 1743. In that parade, people masqueraded as venders from various regions throughout Japan,
symbolizing that all of the nation gathered and participated in this ceremony at Okayama.

“Teikin Urimono” signifies tha peak of Toushogu’s long history. The powerful merchants at a
castle town of Okayama had a strong relationship with their political leader, the Okayama clan,
and had maintained their economic elite status. However, by the end of eighteenth century, a ru-
ral economy began to expand as the rural traders established a stable relationship with neigh-
boring port towns and rural farming area. As the rural economy developed, the castle town de-
clined due to its closed economy as opposed to the open nature of rural economy.

“Teikin Urimono” during 1739—1743 was the last glimpse of the castle town at its zenith.
The masquerade symbolizes the power of town dwellers, especially merchants who were the

majority of the castle town dwellers.
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