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Heian-kyo and its Outskirts
Seen through the Circulation and Consumption of Pottery
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Heian-kyo and its Outskirts Seen through the Circulation and
Consumption of Pottery

Taxanasur, Teruhiko

This paper is an archaeological examination of Heian-kyo ‘FZE and its previous and subsequent
periods which focuses on the circulation and consumption of earthenware and glazed pottery in
the city and the villages surrounding it.

First, when one looks at the percentages of green glazed pottery (and its unglazed ware) and
black earthenware utensils in Heian-kys before the mid-11th century, the palace and the city are
comparatively similar but there is a clear difference between the inside and the outside of the
city. Next, from the latter half of the 11th century to the first half of the 14th century, Haji ware
+ i 8% and lacquer ware were used within the medieval capital while outside it Haji ware and
Ga ware FL#3 [fumed vessels made of tile-clay] were the main types of tableware. This confirms
that, as continued from Heian-kys, there was still a gap between the inside and the outside of the
capital. Moreover, through comparative examination of Heijo-kyo 3R 5 and Nagaoka-kyo R, it
has been determined that the differece between the inside and the outside of the city becomes
conspicuous from the mid-9th century onwards.

The concentric spatial structure of Kyoto which can be inferred from the Hegjoki’s 5 LEE re-
cord of the Yowa ZFH0 period (1181-1182) can also be seen in the aspect of lifestyle represented
by these utensils; furthermore, it can be hypothesized that this concentric structure dates back
to the mid-9th century. The emergence during the 14th century of terms which refer to the
capital and its outskirts together, such as rakuchi rakugai ¥ % &4+ [inside and outside the capi-
tal] and rakuchu hendo #&H 81 [the capital and the area nearby] is paralleled by a model change
in modes of living: during this period the difference between tableware used inside and outside
the city becomes insignificant. Moreover, in terms of documentary evidence it has been thought
that the opposition between city and country was established during the mid-10th century, but
the actual gap in lifestyle revealed by pottery is earlier; one can see the shift as taking place in
the mid-9th century. This indicates the possibility that that period is an important turning point

in urban history.
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