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Why Do We Treat Urban Community as a Question: In Connection with
the Aim of Urban Folklore Field Work

MORIKURI, Shigekazu

Urban history research of Japan appeared as correction and reflection of the strain of the vigor-
ous economic growth. But, without enough discussion urbanization of Japan has come to be an
individual consuming life and to miss the solidarity as an urban community.

To begin with, kokorozashi 3 [a will] was a thing when the people of Meiji BHi& era and the
early Showa BRH era left their villages for the purpose of the success in life. But, numerous fail-
ures was the result. This brought up new discrimination among people. Slums are an example
here as a reflection of modern society, a point of view of social history through manazashi ¥ 7% &
L [a look]. However without putting such a research of discrimination theory to practical use,
read urban communities are not a place. Where we are under the solidarity among people, but
aggregates of individual lives which require ‘money’ and ‘things’.

Kobe 15 which experienced the Hanshin Daishinsai BX# K E % [the earthquake disaster in
Hanshin district], the setting up of solidarity in the urban communities appears in revival of the
town, with planners, architects, statesmen, volunteers, and folklorists working together. The field
work of the urban folklore which can contribute to urban planning, and like environment, educa-
tion, residence, welfare, the investigation, research, proposal about parts concerning life, aiming
this sort of new city joint is necessary.

After Hanshin Daishinsai, as a result of discussion between me and three movies directors
who made the movies about an earthquake disaster, we know that this point of view of urban
folklore and the research asking joint among cities corresponds to asking the democracy of
Japan in another sense. Usual, the democracy of Japan was transferred to the government from
the U. S. A. Because of the defeat of war, and forced on district self governing body from the
government, and granted to residents. Another from that, we can see the work making democ-
racy from joints among residents in Kobe ## 5 after the earthquake disaster.

This is the birth of cities in real sense. The urban folklore is the fieldwork which finds out
this kind of new way of life of the people. Moreover, urban folklore should become the tool
which contributes the creation of the city to come. Such a will is more necessary than any other

things to the urban folklorists.
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