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in Echizen Province Dated the 15th Year of Enryaku
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Sakai County Seal Used in the Document of Sakai County in Echizen
Province Dated the 15th Year of Enryaku

Mikami, Yoshitaka

This paper has been prepared with the objective of identifying the Sakai (3KF}) County
Seal mark of the Document of Sakai County in the Echizen Province dated the 15th
yvear of Enryaku (A.D. 796) to present new materials associated with the county seals
and follow at the same time the change of the Sakai County Seals in the olden time,
thus developing the work to clarify a chronological change of the Seals. Concerning
the documents wherein the Sakai County Seals was marked, all that are known to date
are the documents created in the three stages of the 2nd year of Tenpyohoji (A.D. 758)
the 11th year of Hoki (A.D. 780) and the 15th year of Enrvaku. However, all the seal
marks have been identified this time.

According to the achievement, the seal marks put in both the former two documents
have the Kaisyo style (3 printed style), indicating that seal marks having a Tensyo
style (%2 seal character style) began to be used only after the Document of Sakai
County dated the 15th year of Enryvaku was created. This has made it clear that the
Sakai County Seal was recast to have a Tensyo style instead of a Kaisyo style during
the 16 years from the 11th year of Hoki (A.D. 780) to the 15th year of Enryaku. The
recasting time of county seals have been scarcely studied conventionally, but our
recent study has succeeded, for the first time, in identifying the real recasting time.
Also introduced in this paper are the seal marks of the county seals of the era of
Enryaku (the end of the 8th century to the beginning of the 9th century), which are
the seal marks of Echi (B%) County in Omi Province and Yamabe (11#) County in
Yamato Province. Both of these seal marks have the Tensyo style, and therefore, based
on the study on the said Sakai County Seal, it is assumed that county seals of the
Tensyo style were already used nationwide in the era of Enryaku. The study outlined

here will provide a clue in establishing a chronicle of the county seals.
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