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Bronze Seals of Old Times as Archaeological Materials
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Bronze Seals of Old Times as Archaeological Materials

Ton, Masayuki

The bronze seal of old times is one of the materials to study letters which are found
many times in recent researches by excavation. Collection work and studies have been
conducted so far on bronze seals from various viewpoints. However, we cannot neces-
sarily say that the positioning of bronze seals as Archaeological materials was conducted
in a sufficient manner. For this reason, based on samples found in excavating surveys,
the author intends to explore a method to evaluate bronze seals of old times as
Archaeological materials.

The bronze seals of old times means the bronze seals which were mainly created
in the eras of Nara and Heian, but there are still many assignments unsolved with
respect to their positioning in chronological sequence. A large percentage of excavated
materials falls into the genre of private seals, but archaeological observations help
point out some characteristics. The forms of bronze seals are roughly classified as
“ko-chi” (Ji#) and “gan-cha” (&#), and a further minute classification is possible
according to the presence of “cha-k6” (#FL) and the difference in decorations at the
base of a seal. Essentially the family name or part of the personal name is considered
to have been engraved in the seal surface. Concerning one-character seals, a plural
number of materials bear the same letter. The ruins where such seals were excavated
range from the districts of Kanté and Chubu, covering almost all the areas of the
national land. The kinds of the related ruins are the ruins of capital city, government
offices, temples, communities, and sites for religious rites. Some bronze seals were
found from pit dwellings, and in some cases, seals were intentionally buried. Excava-
tion of materials which have casting marks on themselves and casting molds from
some ruins has provided clues for determining technical processes for manufacture of
bronze seals and casting ruins which were left unconfirmed previously.

Red pigment is deposited on some excavated seals, which permits an assumption
that the seals actually used for seal marking really existed. In the future, it will be

necessary to promote evaluations all through the development of the entire culture
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of letters based on Ritsuryé (£4>) system including other materials related to letters
in other fields, with a perspective of the possibility that bronze seals existed in various

forms including conceptional aspects,
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