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A Study on Books of Old Seals of Japan:Prior to TO, Teikan

OGURA, Shigeji

This paper is an interim report of my survey conducted to clarify the genealogy of
Nippon Koinpu or a seal mark book which records seal marks impressed on historical
materials of old ages of Japan as main contents. I conducted this survey recently,
especially focusing on the era prior to the time when TO, Teikan appeared, who provided
a basis for studies on old seals of Japan and gave much influence on the subsequent
preparation of books on Japanese seal marké of old times.

The background for the people’s increasing interest in old seals in the early modern
ages is considered to be based on the trend where the interest in old documents increased,
old styles became popular in the seal engraving field, and ancient ceremonies were
revived in the Imperial Court. The oldest Koinpu of Japan, so far as I confirmed, is the
one prepared by MATSUZAKI, Sukeyuki. However, its presence was not well known to
the public at that time, and I could not find any influence of his book on the later
Koinpu of Japan. The Koinpu produced next was the one that Later Koinpu producers
regarded it was edited by FUJIWARA, Seika and enlarged by Jokei. Based on my limited
knowledge, only a transcribed copy of the book prepared by Jokei was found, leaving
all others unlocated. I consider that the Koinpu prepared by Seika and the one prepared
by Jokei are really different from each other. However, I suppose that Jokei’s Koinpu
was confused with Seika’s Koinpu while the former was being transcribed repeatedly. I
asume that Seika’s Koinpu was not prepared by him actually, but it was regarded as
his work afterwards. An old Koinpu reportedly prepared by a seal engraver, KO, Fuyo,
might exist in the past, but it is lost presently.

Only the seal marks quoted in Koinpu of later ages allows the contents to be
understood. According to them, the Koinpu produced by Fuyé contained some seal
marks that are clearly judged as false marks. These Koinpu existed before TO, Teikan
produced Koinpu, and I consider that such books have given a great influence on

Teikan’s study on seal marks.
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