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Concerning the province seals which were cast for the first time in the 4th year of
Taihd (A.D. 704), their seal marks only remain on the Shéso-in Documents (GEEEXE)
and the flax cloth inherited in Shédsé-in, and even one piece of the province seals
themselves including the ones recast later does not exist presently. However, as to the
the exhibition in a historical museum, there is a problem of restoring province seals
which do not exist actually and exhibiting them by going forward to from the previous
method of exhibiting only the seal marks which exist. This paper is a report on how
the seal of Shinano Province which does not exist actually is restored and exhibited
under the condition that the required materials are limited.

As regards the descriptions on seals, any seal mark of the seal of Shinano Province
does not remain in the Shoso-in Documents, but seal marks remain only on flax
cloths and pleated skirts made of cloth. Different from the seal marks left on docu-
ments, the seal marks remaining on cloths are susceptible to the shrinkage of cloth
and other conditions, so that there are some aspects where it is difficult to determine
the size of seal surface and the style of letters for descriptions on seal surface. In
some cases, it is necessary to trace a plural number of seal marks or make up for the
portion where letters faded and became illegible. A check of seal marks impressed on
cloths in the case of Shinano province has disclosed that there are two types of seal
marks, that is, those impressed in the 11th year of Tempyé (A.D. 739) and those
impressed in the 8th year of Tempyohdji (A.D. 764), and that the Province seal first
cast in the 4th year of Taiho was recast around the era of Tempyohoji and the seal of
Yamato Province was also recast at approximately the same time.

Further, there is also a more difficult problem—how to restore the sizes and shapes
of impressed letters. When determining the shapes and sizes, the existing official seals,
namely, a warehouse seal and a county seal were used as references with the rules of
the Engi-shiki (J£E3) in mind for the size of seal surface, and the seal of Horyiji

Temple (FPp&F) was used as a reference for the depth of grooves of seal surface and
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the thickness of letters. In addition, in solving the problem of making a reproductive
study of casting technique, the method to make an experimental study with respect to
metallic composition rates and manufacturing techniques could not be adopted, and
the current fine-casting technique was used instead, which poses a problem to be

solved in future.
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