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An Essay on the Disaster-Pictures from the Late 18th Century to the 19th in Japan
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An Essay on the Disaster-Pictures from the Late 18th Century to
the 19th in Japan

Itoko KiTAHARA

The present study focuses on picture-maps of disasters drawn in the late Early Modern
period. We will see how a disaster is depicted on the picture-map and what kind of
information it is supposed to convey to the reader. Through the analysis of the disaster-
pictures, we will understand the socio-informational structure of that time. The cases of
the following four disasters will be discussed : 1. the Eruption of Asama Volcano (1783),
2. the Eruption of Unzen Volcano (1792), 3. the Zenkoji Earthquake (1847), 4. the two Big
“Ansei” Earthquakes.

The disaster-pictures can be classified into the following four categories in terms of
their purpose and making.

A. The feudal domain (HAN) as a patron ordered professional cartographers to
record the disaster in order to capture the actual conditions of the disaster.

B. Village officers drew picture-maps in order to report the damage of the disaster
in their village to the government, or they just wanted to make a record of their
experiences for future generations.

C. People recorded the disaster just for their own use.

D. Booksellers and people in printing businesses made a documentary of a disaster
or KAWARABAN (wood-block print) in order to sell at stores or on street corners for
the masses.

Categories A, B, and C are considered to have existed from the beginning of the
Early Modern period, on the other hand, category D became popularized only after the
mid Early Modern period when the social condition for the buying and selling informa-
tion was established.

The amount of records in categories C and D increased drastically and their contents
became rich in the late Early Modern period. However, the total amount of records in
a given period depends on the occurrence rate of disasters.

The four categories proposed above reflect the degrees of accessibility of informa-
tion for people in the society. The issue of information accessibility in the Early Modern
period is characterized by the fact that administrators hid or forbad information which
were unfavorable to them. But the peculiar problems to the disaster information was
often passed over, or allowed to be illegally published to prevent the false rumours and
to secure the whole society.

Toyo Univ,,

Hakusan, Bunkyo-ku, Tokyo, 112-8606 Japan
REREHEPE

T112-8606 BHFEHXHEXHIL

83



3 JRRIB-1 [ERRIBE T B NN HERIIERT LI (40 %57)
Fig. 3 (Asama B-1) The lower part along Agatsuma River of Iwai village stricken with the deep Mudflow caused by
the Eruption of Mt.Asama in 1783

4 JRRIB-2 [KER K
AT VR LW K
[X] (45 %57)

Fig. 4 (Asama B-2)

Yakura village deprived of

her 11 villagers by the mud-

flow caused by the eruption

of Mt.Asama in 1783
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8 RMIC-1(4) &ML RBE /K4
(29x43)

9 VRMIC-1(5) [{FINER L 45k 2]
(29x43)

Fig.5~9 (Asama C-1) The Pictures drawn about the process of the Eruption of Mt.Asama in 1783
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E10 EfHC-2 [f5 P ABB SR 2| (65X 95)
Fig. 10 (Asama C-2) The Picture drawn about the climax of the Eruption of Mt.Asama in 1783. The Picture handed
down from the forefater of Oosawa-ke in Mochizuki-Town in Nagano Prefecture

LU % = s % T SN
B11 EEIC-3 [{E M AR - #OKZSNE X ] (38.5%110)
Fig. 11 (Asama C-3) The Picture of the real image of the Eruption of Mt.Asama in 1783
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B12 EHIC-4 [fSuRME MBI 2} ] (68.7>41) 14 HEMIC-5(2) [RI=FRMIMIKHEDL] (32.5x44)

Fig. 12 (AsamaC-4) Fig. 13, 14 (Asama C-5)
The Picture accompanied with the three pieces of The only one Picture depicting at the northern foot of
the patches folded over the collapsed spots by the Mt.Asama, the rest of them depicted at the southern,
Eruption of Mt.Asama in 1783 or at the eastern foot of it
i 4 47
B gpay 17
s 4 \»
ety
éffé £ F
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15 FHIC-6 M
iz (29x43)

Fig. 15 (Asama C-6)

The Copy of the offered

picture to the feudal lord

in Edo for reporting what

happened at the Eruption
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X16 ELHEIC-T NEEILASEZK ] (33%73)
Fig. 16 (Asama C-7) The Copy of Fig.15 made at that time

TRIHIC-9 R IIHEEZE AR esfal |
(156 < 84)
Fig. 18 (Asama C-9) The Copy made in 1856,

o , . s h t
B17  (RRIC-8 [YRMILIBEH MK i AR (100 % 69) . tthanijf:)g vears
Fig. 17 (Asama C-8) The Picture depicting the mudflow along ¥
Agatsuma River
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19 HRHIC-10 [EFEIHHHEMN

Fig.19 (Asama C-10) The Picture depicting the mudflow reached at Goryo-kashi, far from the main stream of Tone River
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(29%x155) (2 #&
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- Fig.20 (Asama C-11)

" The Picture depicting
how widely-spread the
mudflow was. Many
copies have been still
found in the villages
around there.

FRIHIC-12(1) [HRMIERBERZ AR 1
(35.3x47.7)

22 JREIC-12(2) [AIHIFABERZ Hil |
(35.3%47.7)

Fig. 21,22 (Asama C-12)

The Picture consisting of two pieces

~ folded, the one depicting the situation

before the Eruption, another depicting

the downfall of ash
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X24 &HID-2 [EEIIME K 2D SR 202 (R)

X23 7&RID-1 [FRMILEK b Shk] 201 (K)
(33x25)

(33x25)
Fig. 23,24 (Asama D-1,2)
The so-called Kawara-ban, wood-block prints
deciminating the Great Shock by the Eruption.
These are belonging to the earlier type appeared
in the midst of Edo period.

X25 AT [EBIUFREER] (234x136)

Fig. 25,26,27 (Simabara A-1,2,3)

These three belonging to Category A, which the feudal
government of Shimabara-han ordered its Professional
Painters to depict precisely the collapse by the Eruption
of Mt.Fugen in 1791. These three were the copies of the
originals which would have been offered to Tokugawa-

bakufu.
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®26 KLHA-2 [EFAZ
A (152.5%
221.5)

Fig. 26 (Simabara A-2)

R27 EEA-3 [ RZ%RE
JEIX ] (156 % 161)

Fig. 27 (Simabara A-3)
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R33 AT [ M AR ] (190 < 420)
Fig. 33 (Zenkoji A-1) The big picture supposed to be ordered by the feudal lord of Matsushiro-han, to carry with him to Edo. He would have explained with this picture how
deeply damaged his own domain was by Zenkoji Earthquake
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Fig. 31 The seismic intensity and the faults sup-
posed to cause the Zenkoji Earthquake

1847
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Fig.32 The dammed up basin and the flooded

Area by the Zenkoji Earthquake 1847

N T RE K BLENEELZASM ] (36.5%60.5) (FHFREIAHMHEE KL
Fig. 34 (Zenkoji A-2) Aoki Sekkyou, the author of this picture, was one of the professional painters hired by the feudal

AR [X)

lord. He accompanied the lord to the tour around the dominion, depicting not only the collapsed
places by the earthquake, but also the beautiful sights.
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(L8 ZE Az
[X] (90x88.5)

FHAFD-2 [9ME T REMH+=HAGMNEHE S
BB 2B (90X66.5)

Fig. 35,36 (Zenkoji D-1,2)

A set of the printed disaster-map made by Hara Masa-
koto. The former explains the first stage of the disaster,
the latter the second stage

[X136
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