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Destruction of Forest in the Kamakura Period at the Kamakura City,
Kanagawa Prefecture
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Destruction of Forest in the Kamakura Period at the Kamakura
City, Kanagawa Prefecture

Shigeru SUzZUKI

The Kamakura city, Kanagawa Prefecture, changed suddenly from a farming and
fishing village to a military city when the Kamakura Shogunate began (Late 12th
century). I show from pollen analysis that the surrounding vegetation was greatly
influenced by large scale land development and consumption of wood as Kamakura
grew. Pollen analyses in pond and ditch sediments at the Yohfuku-ji-ato and Hohjoh
Takatoki-tei-ato Sites, show destruction of the forest in the Kamakura Period at the
Kamakura city.

(1) Yohfuku-ji-ato Site

Through the first half of 13th c., Cryptomeria japonica, Quercus subgen. Cyclobalanop -
sis and Castanopsis-Pasania were major elements at the Yohfuku temple (Pollen assem-
blage zone Y-1). From the middle period to the second half of 13th c., Cryptomeria
japonica declined, and Pinus subgen. Diploxylon and Quercus subgen. Lepidobalanus
increased (Y-11). In the second half of 13th c., Cyclobalanopsis and Castanopsis-Pasania
also declined, and Diploxylon became dominant (Y-III).

(2) Hohjoh Takatoki-tei-ato Site

During the first half of 13th c., Cryptomeria japonica, Quercus subgen Cyclobalanopsis
and Castanopsis-Pasania were dominant at the Hohjoh Takatoki-tei-ato (Pollen assem-
blage zone H-1). From the second half of 13th c. to the 14th c.? lower frequencies of
Cryptomeria japonica, Cyclobalanopsis and Castanopsis-Pasania, and Ulmus- Zelkova are
characteristic, and Celtis-Aphananthe were dominant, and Diploxylon also increased (H
-1I). Since the 15th c., Ulmus-Zelkova and Celtis-Aphananthe also declined, and Diplox-
ylon became dominant (H-TI).

These results of pollen analysis show that forest vegetation changed greatly is the
13th c. between the first half and the latter half. At this period, Kamakura city became
much larger and more brisk. This growth caused a large scale land development such
as of hills and reclamation of lowland. And consumption of wood increased as Kama-
kura grew. As a result, vegetational destruction progressed rapidly, and vegetation
changed from Cryptomeria japonica, Cyclobalanopsis and Castanopsis-Pasania to Diblox-
ylon through the 13th century.
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