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Holocene Fossil Wood Assemblages and Wooden Artifacts in the
Lowland along the Wakasa Bay

Yayoi UEDA

Archaeological sites exist commonly in the lowland along the Wakasa Bay, and some
of these yielded fossil wood assemblages and wooden artifacts. Here wooden artifacts
of Cryptomeria japonica dominate since the Early Jomon Period, when 27% of wooden
artifacts were made of its wood in spite of the secondary presence in the surrounding
forests. C. japonica established lowland forests at 4,500-2,800 yr.B.P. and 2,000-1,500
yr.B.P. At these periods C. japonica accounted for over 85% of wooden artifacts
ranging from boards, spadesor hoes, to dug-outs. Intensive use of C. japonica decreased
in the Kofun and Nara-Heian Periods corresponding with the decline of its lowland
forests in this area and with the growing preference for Chamaecyparis obtusa in the
Kinki District.
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