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Ceramics from the Site of Banten in Indonesia
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Ceramics from the Site of Banten in Indonesia

Onasur, Koji and Saxar, Takashi

The site of Banten Lama (old Banten), located at western Java in Indonesia, was a capital of the
Islamic kingdom of Banten which flourished on the 16th to the 18th centuries. Since 1976, the
excavation of this site has been conducted by the National Research Center of Archaeology, and
were found numerous porcelain fragments. We analyzed those artifacts, so that were able to
classify into total of 25,076 the estimated individual numbers by their producing districts, date
and kind. The majority of the porcelains were manufactured from the 16th to the 18th centuries,
when the Banten kingdom was at the zenith. This Banten’s ceramic assemblage shows a pro-
portional change in their producing districts and kind through the periods.

Few porcelains are identified to the I period (before the 16th century). During the II period
(the early to middle 16th century), Jingdezhen porcelains were appeared, but only 1% of the
assemblage.

The ceramics belong to the III period (after the late 16th to the early half 17th century)
through the V period (the 18th century) amount to 89% of the total assemblage. This quanti-
tive change is in accordance with the history of the Banten kingdom. During the III period,
Chinese porcelains visibly increased up to 45% of the total Because particularly after 1590 in
addition to Jingdezhen (35%) southern Fujian wares newly began to be imported. And on this
time the Dutch, followed after England, entered into the Asian trade.

In the IV period (the late half 17th century to the early 18th century), the civil war associ-
ated with the transition from Ming to Qing dynasty in China (after 1644) caused a drastic de-
crease in export of Chinese porcelains, followed by the beginning of Japanese Hizen's export.
Especially before 1683 Japanese Hizen porcelains were dominant over Chinese porcelains on
Banten. However, as the trade prohibition of China Was lifted in 1684, Chinese porcelains re-
gained their prominence.

In the V period (the 18th century), the import Jingdezhen porcelains became active on Ban-
ten again, although Japanese Hizen (Arita) were still present. The majority of Jingdezhen and
Hizen were originally manufactured for export to Europe, where the major part of porcelains for

special export to Southeast Asia were Fujian and Guangdong wares before the IV period.

82



Ceramics from the Site of Banten in Indonesia
OHasHi, Kaii and Sakal, Takashi

On the first half of the VI period (the late 18th to the 19th century), only a few Chinese

porcelains were present in Banten, reflecting the collapse because of the Dutch invasion.
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