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Superstitions on the “Yotsume” and the “Tome” of the Chinese Zodiac Calendar
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Superstitions on the “Yotsume” and the “Téme” of the Chinese Zodiac
Calendar

Acio, Naoko

Among many folk beliefs, the superstitions of the Chinese zodiac calendar have not been widely
studied and many of their aspects are still unknown. In the previous article, I have discussed the
“nanatsume” superstition during the Edo period, which says a seven year old difference makes
for a good couple and a good omen for a happy marriage. At that time, it was also believed that
a four, or a ten year old difference is evil and should be avoided for marriage. This paper ex-
plores these folk beliefs on the “yotsume” (the fourth) and the “tdme” (the tenth).

Although some authorities view that the taboo of the fourth and the tenth had developed
along side of the positive belief on the seventh, they have an independent origin. According to
previous research, the taboo originated the belief of “PUJE E & shiyaku-juwaky” during the middle
Edo period. Playing upon words, it was also called as “UE+ & shiaku-jiaku”, meaning that the
figures of fourth and tenth bring a misfortune. My study reveals that another proverb, “IJE 1
K shiyaku-jawaku” also led to the “ WHETE shicku-jiaku”. These superstitions may have de-
veloped under Chinese influence.

The research shows that the taboo was interpreted in two different ways during the Edo
period. One is to have a single tabooed zodiac, either the fourth or the tenth, and another sees
both as taboo. The latter gained a greater popularity and is still in practice today.

Current dictionaries generally call “MUE+ 5 shiaku-jiaku” as “I0H+ B yome-tome”. This is be-
cause the forbidden “yotsume” and “tome” in the belief of “PIE+ B shiaku-jiaku” was connected
to a closely pronounced proverb of “®K BEE yome-tome” during the Meiji era and finally comes
to be written as “I3 H + H yome-tome”. Again, a combination of sounds played a key role in the
development of superstitions and the nomenclature.

The “yotsume” and the “tome” beliefs produced a wide range of superstitions not only for
zodiac calendar year but also for zodiac system of direction. During the Edo period, it was wide-
ly believed that the fourth and the tenth zodiac direction of a given year are evil. Future re-
search will shed light on the relationship of the folk belief of the zodiac direction and the “PHE+

B shiaku-juaku”.

22



