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The Development of Railway Transportation and a Recovery of an Old Highway
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The Development of Railway Transportation and a Recovery of an Old
Highway: Walking by Foot through the Tokaido Highway

Y amMamoTO, Mitsumasa

This paper addresses the cultural history of the Tokaido Highway since Meiji period, by focus-

ing on the travelers using the Tokaido highway by walk after running the Tokaido railway.

The Tokaido Highway was one of main highways of the country, and Japaneses traveled
almost always by foot until the end of the Edo period, because walking by foot was as fast as by
palanquins or horses although they were easier means. After beginning of Meiji period, rick-
shaws and passenger ships came to use, but as soon as the Tokaido railway started to run on
22nd in Meiji era, many people began to travel using it.

When use of the trains became the normal way of travels, some travelers on Tokaido High-
way by walk reappeared. These travelers were identified two types, one was socalled MUSEN-
TOHO-RYOKO who tried not to use any money during the travel, that was affected by some
explorations which were in spotlights at the time. Another, who was driven by one’s intellectual
curiosity, wanted to go and see the landscapes and the cultural and historic sites along the
Tokaido Highway.

As the latter types of travelers that was copious in the next Taisho period, were almost all
painters, and they painted the landscapes and published travel essays. These travels were
aroused by the nostalgia of the former Tokaido Highway that might have given the travelers
some creativity.

In the second decade of Shouwa era, the interest about Tokaido Highway changed from
trying travels to the cultural studies that like to evaluate the traditional transportation system

in Japan, which backed up by the uplift of the nationalism at the time.
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