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Miyaza and the Family in Villages in the Transition Period from the Middle Ages to the Early Modern Times: Focusing
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Miyaza and the Family in Villages in the Transition Period from the Middle
Ages to the Early Modern Times: Focusing Yamato-no-kuni, Ryumon-sogo

SoNOBE Toshiki

This paper studies the relation between miyaza and the family in villages in the transition pe-
riod from the middle ages to the early modern times (the 16th c. to the early 17th c.). It focuses
on Ryumon-sogo, Yamato-no-kuni (Ryumon area, Yoshino-cho, Yoshino- gun, Nara pref. at pre-
sent) with the function of Ryumongu (Tenmangu - Onamuchinomiya). This area spread from
Ryumon-Nanago (westside, the basin of the Ryumon River) to the eastside (the basin of the
Tsuburo River) with the irrigation of the Ogawa River.

The descriptive changes in the entries to the Daitoirishu diary (the annual list of tonin and
irishu) have made it clear that by the middle of the 16th century, the general idea of family had
been introduced into miyaza of Ryumon-sogo. The family concept brought in was originally an
equal norm among gathering members. Then it became standardized that the one who inherited
the family would inherit the miyaza membership, and miyaza would recognize the family suc-
cession of the members.

At the same time, with the background of general establishment and diffusion of the family
concept, the new class members hitherto excluded from miyaza became influential. The momen-
tum of this change was the unstable financial conditions of sogo and the family corvee. The in-
troduction of the family concept into miyaza as a result transformed miyaza itself.

The rise of the new sogo miyaza members actualized the individual village miyaza by
means of carrying out the work of Ryumongu festive directorship with the whole village corpo-
ration (so-jige-itonami). Making the order of the local turns and performing the directorship
with local corporation gradually inclined one’s mind from the Ryumon-sogo miyvaza toward the
individual village miyaza. Moreover, with the dual burden of sogo festive service and individual
village festive service, the village miyaza collected the festive forces, and Ryumon-sogo miyaza
gradually declined in power in modern times.

Finally the present writer points out that it is important to grasp the situation of the village
miyaza as its membership was changing from a position in a village to the social status of a fam-
ily. To understand this matter, it is necessary to find out when the word “chonan” changed the
meaning from “otona (the head of the village)” to “choshi (the first son)”. We also need to

study the process and the background of this change.
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