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In western part of Japan, the Initial Yayoi period is marked with Tottaimon pottery, and the
Early Yayoi period is marked with Itazuke-Ongagawa origin pottery. Tottaimon pottery contin-
ued being used well in some areas even after the Initial Yayoi period but it has not been clear
how it existed in Izumo area, the Early Yayoi. Recently, newly discovered Tottaimon pottery in
Kurashoji-Nishi site in Izumo city gives us an important suggestion to consider this matter, be-
cause it isn't accompanied with Ongagawa origin pottery. Thus, this paper examines how the
Yayoi culture was established in this region, with the clues of excavating situation of Tottaimon
pottery and Ongagawa origin pottery from various sites.

Tottaimon pottery in Izumo, at the Early Yayoi is classified into several categories; the na-
tive type originated from Tottaimon pottery at the Initial Yayoi, the hybrid type transformed
with the influence of Ongagawa origin pottery, and the adopted type strongly related with Se-
touchi and Bungo province. Examining the numbers of each type excavated from sites, we can
conclude that the types of pottery have close relation to the changing process to paddy field cul-
tivation.

From Tatecho and Nishi-Kawazu sites, we find all types of Tottaimon pottery and Onga-
gawa origin pottery. These two sites were base and center for thousands of years since the Jo-
mon period, and were agriculturized at the same places at the beginning of the first half of the
Early Yayoi period (Itazuke I New type stage). From Kitakobu-Ujimoto site, we find all Tottai-
mon type pottery and Ongagawa origin pottery except hybrid type. This place also changed
into paddy field cultivation at the same base since the Jomon period at the latter half of the
Early Yayoi period. From Kurashoji-Nishi site, only the native type of Tottaimon pottery is dug
out. This place is a typical example which would not be agriculturized and the community be-
came extinct.

For the time being, the transformation into agriculture at the same base since the Jomon pe-
riod is unique to Izumo area. For example, Itazuke (Fukuoka pref), Tsushima-Minamiike
(Okayama pref.), Tamura (Kochi pref.), at all these places, agriculturization didn't occur at the

same base of the former communities. Thus the agriculturization of Tatecho and Nishi-Kawazu
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were the earliest good examples that the center communities from the Jomon period took part

in quick agriculturization in Izumo area as the Yayoi culture spread.
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