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Review of Watarinoshima

OcucHl Masashi

The region called “Watarinoshima™ appears in the section of Saime:i of the Nihonshoki. Many
historians have debated on the precise location of Watarinoshima, as it is the crucial region for
the formation of the centralized state and its international relation at that time.

Traditionally, Watarinoshima had been identified as Hokkaido. But it was later considered to
be the part of the mainland according to the analysis of “Mission of Hirafu” in the Nihonshoki by
an influential historian, TSUDA Soukichi.

Recent archaeological researches reveal that Hokkaido and the Japanese mainland had more
active interaction than previously thought. Thus, the traditional theory that Hirafu might have
been to Hokkaido seems plausible. The current prevailing view identifies Watarinoshima as Hok-
kaido.

Before the Medieval era, the northernmost part of the mainland had more close relationship
with Hokkaido than the other parts of the mainland. The regions surrounding the Tsugaru
Straits, which are the northern most mainland and the southern part of Hokkaido, formed a
cultural sphere and it was different from the cultures in eastern or central Hokkaido. Thus,
Watarinoshima might have been the area surrounding the Tsugaru Straits.

North to Watarinoshima, there was an area called Mishihase. It can be identified as eastern
or central Hokkaido. Various chronicles are available for the folklore of Mishihase people, indica-
ting that they had a complex and various cultural interaction with other groups.

The cultural area surrounding the Tsugaru Straits disintegrated in the tenth century and
consequently the word of Watarinoshima disappeared in historical texts. After a couple of cen-
turies, the cultural interaction between the northernmost mainland and the southern Hokkaido

revived and Watarinoshima again flourished.
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