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A Study on the Mintage and the Supply of Its Raw Materials in Japan

TAKAHASHI Teruhiko

Enormous studies on the history of Japanese mintage have been carried out from historical and
archaeological viewpoints, but many subjects of inquiry are still existed in this field. In this paper
the supply of the raw materials for coins issued from Nara to Yedo periods, 8C. to 18C., was studied
based on the results of lead isotope analysis together with literatures and archaeological materials.
The transition of the provenance of the coins can be summarized as follows,

1. In ancient ages, 8C. to 10C., using of lead collected from Naganobori mine and its
neighboring, Nagato province, predominated. It is supposed that lead from Buzen province, which
was also recorded to provided lead for mintage, was hardly used.

2. In medieval ages, Chinese lead was mainly used in 14C., however, it was almost disappeared
and Japanese lead, especially from western area, became to be major on and after 15C. In the latter
period of medieval ages, foreign lead except Chinese one was also slightly used.

3. In Yedo period, 17C. to 18C., Japanese lead was mainly used. In the first half of 17C. raw
materials were basically supplied from neighboring mines, and materials for minting manufactories
in eastern area were supplied from Kamioka mine and mines in western area.

4. In the latter half of 17C. the materials were supplied collectively from Taishu mine, Tsushima
island. From 18C. mines at various places in Japan supplied lead for mintage and gradually they

became to depend on eastern lead especially from Tohoku district.
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