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Tnsition of Green-Gad Pottery nd Tricolored
Pottery in Japan
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Transition of Green-Glazed Pottery and Tricolored Pottery in Japan

SAITO Takamasa

The glazed pottery first appeared in Japan in the latter half of the seventh century, these were
green-glazed pottery. Before it was strongly believed that Nara sants’ai began to be made with
the introduction of the Chinese T'ang sant’sai techmnique in the Nara Period at the same time
with green-glazed pottery. But now it is generally believed that green-glazed pottery appeared in
Japan before Nara sants’ai with the introduction of the green-glazed technique of the southern
Korean Peninsula, by the green-glazed tiles excavated at Kawaharadera Temple and the green-
glazed circular ink slab excavated at Fujiwara capital, these were in the latter half of the seventh
century. Today it is known by the archeological excavation that Chinese T’ang sant’sai was brought
to Japan by the end of the seventh century.

The oldest Nara sants’ai pottery is the small vase dated 729 excavated at Owarida-no-Yasumaro
grave, but it is possible to have been made in the early Nara Period. The shapes of Nara sants’ai
are derived mainly from Sue ware and Haji pottery, or metal works that were popular in Nara
Period, but few are imitated directly from the Chinese T’ang sant’sai. We can understand that
the Japanese newly imitated directly only the shape of Chinese ceramics that was not in Japan.
In the Heian Period, Yueh kiln celadon were imported from China, and these Chinese ceramics
greatly influenced the manufacture of green-glazed pottery, that was the main glaze of Nara sant’sai,
like bowls and dishes. The green-glaze technique spread from the surrounding areas of Heian
capital to the Sanage Kkilns in Aichi prefecture, Omi Kkilns in Shiga Prefecture, Nagato kilns and
Suo kilns in Yamaguchi Prefecture. The Sanage kilns was the main that produced the highest green-
glazed pottery elegantly inscribed floral pattern.
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