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A rouping oJomon Pottery Based on the Lead Isotopes of
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A Grouping of Jomon Pottery Based on the Lead Isotopes of Extracted
Alkali Feldspar

SAKAMOTO Minoru, NISHITANI Masaru and SAITO Tsutomu

Lead isotope measurement is a satisfying way in presuming provenances of bronze relics. We
first applied this for Jomon pottery. Alkali feldspar contained in pottery sherd is rich in lead, and
was extracted by the dense media separation method.

A total of 39 Jomon potteries excavated on Kyushu and Nansei-shoto islands, Japan, were
measured. Although the result did not show the correlation with pottery type, loose correlation
was seen between excavation Kilns. The grouping of the potteries of Kumamoto and Okinawa
was able to be clearly carried out. Other samples excavated from small islands did not form the

group suggesting the inflow of clay or pottery from the outside.
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