EELRMGEMEMARERS $875% 2001F3 A

Methodology of Study on “Nature and Labor”
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Methodology of Study on “Nature and Labor”: Through the Case of Ueno
Village, Gunma Prefecture

UcHivama Takashi

In the traditional Japanese way of thinking, Nature was not perceived as an object which lies
outside the human being. It was rather supposed that Man and Nature were interacting with
each other. People thought Nature was part of the existence of Man, while Man was part of the
Natural activities.

It has been thought that community and labor existed in order to realize this relationship
between Nature and Man. Labor was not merely considered as a means of production but alse
as essential for building man’s life and maintaining the community. It is, in other words, involved
in every interaction with nature.

With this viewpoint, this essay explains how Nature and Labor have influenced Japanese
history. And it discusses the subject that can unify what is rational and what is irrational,

specifically in the arts (waza), customs, memories, legends, etc.
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