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A Proposition on the Paddy Field Fishery: For the Settlement of New
Fishery System

YasuMuRo Satoru

The purpose of this paper is to clarify the actual condition of the Japanese paddy field fishery
and to discuss its folkloric and historic significance. Then, the author advocates it as a new type
of fishery.

In the discussion of the paddy field fishery, its major sphere is the water system for rice
paddy field. The inland water fishery has so far been divided into two groups, the lacustrine and
the river fisheries. However, the water system for the rice field has great significance as the
third sphere. This system designates the man-made hydrosphere, devised, controlled and
maintained for rice crop: its characteristics are, unlike the natural hydrosphere, the water
conditions such as currents, quantity and temperature of water, vary greatly annually according
to the activities of rice cultivation. The paddy field fishery is done with the fishing gear such as
fish pots and traps, taking full advantage of the change of the water conditions as the result of
the various activities of rice agriculture. The targets of this fishery are freshwater fish for example
the loach (dojo), the crucian (funa) and the carp, which are highly adapted life styles to the paddy
field. It can be divided into two seasons according to fishing principles; the one is the paddy
field season (April to September) which needs a lot of small scale, passive techniques, and the
other is the dry season (October to March) which involves relatively large scale, active fishery.
The following five points can be noted as the folkloric and historic significance of the paddy field
fishery: 1) the importance of the self-supporting living activities (how to gain animal protein), 2)
the importance of cash income resources, 3) unification of the rice cultivating society produced
by paddy field fishery, 4) recreational factor of the fishery, 5) the influence on the history of rice
agriculture.

The paddy field fishery has so far been classified technologically in miscellaneous fisheries,
and has been considered as unimportant fishing activities by farmers; however, the practical base
of this fishery is far wider spread than the fishery by fishermen. Moreover, the paddy field fishery
is an issue concerning not only with Japan but also with all the paddy field rice cultivating regions
in Southeast Asia. Observing historically, too, fundamental relation is indicated between rice

harvesting culture and the fishery.
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