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Migrated Fishermen and the Migratory Fishery
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Migrated Fishermen and the Migratory Fishery: Migration of Yoron
Fishermen to Yaku Island and Their Techniques of Fishery

Noj1 Tsuneari

This report deals with fishermen who migrated from Yoron Island (Yoron-cho, Oshima-gun,
Kagoshima pref.) to Yaku Island (Yaku-cho, Kumage-gun, Kagoshima pref) and their introduction
of the rope pulling fishery to Yaku Island. It also clarifies the characteristics of the fishery
transmigrated from the point of fishing techniques. In Yaku-cho, Harumaki, the fishermen from
Mugiya district of Yoron Island began to settle down in the second half of the 1930’s. They started
the rope pulling fishery in the latter 1950’s and brought this new way of fishing to the major fishery
in Yaku Island. This fishery is technologically based on the traditional net fisheries such as various
waiting net or tuck net fisheries, but it simplifies the way of driving fish into the net bag normally
by fishermen or with stones; it chases fish with threatening strips of board. In the second half
of the 1970’s, the winding up of ropes and net was mechanized. The rope pulling fishery spread
around Yaku Island as it made the techniques simplified and reduced in labor.

Here we define the migratory fishery as the fishery done by migrated fishrmen in the place
settled down, and the native fishery as the one done by native fishermen. When fishermen migrate
to a place which has already native fishery, the migrated fishermen can be said to have settled
down successfully by creating receivable fishery as native one. The development of the migratory
fishery needs high percentage of the fish catch of an area after it is collectively received native
fishermen. This is called naturalization of the migratory fishery. When migratory fishery by
migrated fishermen is naturalized, they can be said to have admitted and settled down in a
community. The characteristics of this kind migratory fishery can be abstracted from the techniques
of the rope pulling fishery; they should be simple, all year round, exploitative, supplementary and

usable for various purposes.
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