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The Protective Reproduction Policy of Fishery Resources in the First Half
of the Modern Ages: 1880's to the 90's in the History of Fishery

TakaHasHI Yoshitaka

This paper evaluates the conservation policy of fishery resources (the protective reproduction
policy) toward the end of the 19th century, more precisely in 1880’s. This policy was promoted
by each prefecture under the initiative of the Agriculture and Commerce Ministry. There are
two points of view for the evaluation; one is from its position in the history of the encouraging
policy of industries by the Meiji government, and the second is from the position of fishermen
who received this policy on the actual spots of their vocation.

In this paper, the protective reproduction policy is defined as the rearing policy of fishery
by augumentation of fishery resources through conservation of resources, not as advancement of
fishing techniques which needs a heavy fiscal expenditure. This fishery policy was carried out
through the 1880’s into the 90’s, geared with change of the encouragement policy of industries
by the Meiji government into aiming “maximum encouraging effect without investing,” such as
taking a new look of traditional production techniques. Then at the beginning of the 20th century,
the priority of the fishery policy was shifted from “protective reproduction” to “advancement of
fishing techniques,” that is to say from “nurturing fishery by augmentation of fishery resources” to
“rearing fishery with higher techniques”.

As for the “protective reproduction” policy, it was apt to be carried out as prohibition of
certain fishing implements or setting up no fishing zones, which had a phase of suppressing the
vocation at actual working spots. This policy demarcated fishery resources economically into two
categories, “staple products” and non “staple products”. Then it tried to protect the reproduction
of “staple” fish with priority, forcing non “staple” fishery to sacrifice with no fishing zones, etc.
Concretely, non “staple” fishery was branded as overfishing and smashed as illegal fishing. As
the result, the protective reproduction policy showed itself as the pressure to the various utilizing
systems of the water surface including non “staple” fishery, and to the vocation, and living world

which was formed around the systems.
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