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Genealogy and Shokushou of the Nukatabe Clan

NITO Atsushi

This paper discusses the formation of the Heguri county and the distribution of the elite clans. The
study can be summarized into the following four points:

(1) A county was normally formed from pre-existing agata and kuninomiyatsuko-no-kuni (both are
regional administrative units) in the Yamato region. However, three exceptions existed: Oshinumi,
Hirose, and Heguri (Akunami) counties. Those counties were under the direct control of the Yamato
authority. They possessed palaces linked to the Yamato authority in addition to the residence of nuhi
and immigrants in their territories.

(2) Within the Heguri county, the regions, which were to be called Nukata and Akunami in later days,
underwent a complex administrative transformation. Before the Taihou-ryo legislation, the area north
to the Nukatabe village was called Sou-no-hyou, while the southeastern land was called Yamabe-no-
hyou. A leather-processing clan in Nukata area, specifically in the area of Yamabe-no-hyou, was called
miyakouri-no-komahito. The study points out that the miyakouri can equates with the Akunami
county, meaning that in fact the group of people who resided in Yamabe-no-hyou served to the
Akunami palace and its county.

(3) Before the Ten’'mu reign, there were two unrelated Nukatabe clans; one was Amatsu-hikone-no-
mikoto lineage in the Yamato and Kawachi regions, and the other was Asukanado lineage in
Yamashiro and Settsu regions. The former Amatsu-hikone-no-mikoto lineage flourished during the
Suiko reign but declined by the coup during the Koutoku reign. Later Ten’'mu 13(A.D. 684), the men
of the Nukatabe clan renamed themselves as Sukune, and they can be identified as Asukanado
lineage.

(4) Several incidents happened when the Nukata-dera map was in making: the renaming of the
Nukatabe-sukune-mito at Tenpyou-houji 2(A.D. 758); the donation of rice-fields located south of Kyoto
to the Hokke temple at Tenpyou-houji 5(A.D. 761); the Emperor Shoutoku’s trip to the Akunami
palace at Jingo-keiun 1(A.D. 767). Those events coincided with the years of census or rice-field

distribution.
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