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The Kakuan-ji Temple and Its Vicinity in the Medieval Era
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The Kakuan-ji Temple and Its Vicinity in the Medieval Era

MizuNo Shoji

The document possessed by the Kakuan4i temple comprises of the land contracts during the Heian
and the Kamakura periods. The majority of them are attributed to the latter half of the Kamakura era.
They show that the lands acquired by the temple were scattered widely around the temple. During
the later Kamakura era, powerful clans based around the temple, such as the Harumichi clan, began
to establish a close relationship with the Kakuan-ji temple. The Kakuan-ji temple, originally founded
by the Nukatabe and the Munaoka clans, functioned as the spiritual center for those clans. However,
the temple came to expand its influence over the area through conversion, and by the donation and
contract of the land, and it eventually emerged as the powerful political center of the area.

As the temple was more involved with the local people, the relationship with the founder clans
weakened. During that time, the Monju belief flourished and the Kakuan-ji temple approached two
monks, Eison and Ninshou, who belonged to the Ritsushu sect of the Saidai-ji temple. Gakushun of
the Harumichi clan resided in the Kakuan-ji temple and supported the monks Eison and Ninshou. He
eventually merged the Kakuan-i temple into the Ritsushu sect. His son, Shinku, later succeeded
Eison and held the most powerful position in the Saidai-ji temple. Before 1303, the Kakuan-ji temple
was already under the influence of the Saidai-ji temple.

As the Kakuan-ji temple came to belong to the Ritsushu sect, it extended memorial services to the
people. The temple held the tomb of the monk Ninshou, and that of Morifusa of the Hojo clan. A
monk, Jishin of the Daijouin temple, decided on the Kakuan-ji temple for his own burial ground and
donated his land property to hold perpetual memorial services for him.

An official notice in the Late Medieval era shows that the Nukatabe area was under the

jurisdiction of the Kakuan-i temple, which boasted uncontested power in the region.
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