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Review of the Roof-tiles Excavated at the Nukata-dera

UEHARA Mabhito

As to the roof-tiles used for the construction of the temple complex, our knowledge is extremely
limited as no excavation has ever been conducted at the center of the Nukata-dera cloister. This study
examines the history of the Nukata-dera based on the second-class data, such as surface-collected
roof-tiles.

The roof-tiles used for the original construction of the Nukata-dera temple were traditionally
attributed to koshiragi, although it is disputable. The tiles produced in later days were widely
distributed in the Nakakawachi region but not found in other temples in the Ikaruga region. This
indicates that the founder clan of the Nukata-dera was involved in shipping on the Yamato river.

Judging from the style of the collected roof-tiles, the ancient Nukata-dera was founded in the early
seventh century and completed by the end of the seventh century. The progress is the same as the
other temples in Ikaruga region, namely, Horyu-ji, Horinji, and Hokki-ji temples. Although each
temple has a unique ornamental pattern on its eaves tiles, the majority of the temples in the Ikaruga
region commonly adopted the Horyu-ji type, which fact indicates the presence of the Ikaruga culture
in the last years of the seventh century.

The map of the Nukata-dera depicts the temple complex composed of two corridors extending
from the middle gate to the main hall, to create space for ceremony between the middle gate and the
main hall. This arrangement, established after the moving of Heijo palace in the eighth century, was
significantly different from those of other temples in Ikaruga region.

Among a wide variety of roof-tiles used for the Nukata-dera, two main styles can be recognized,;
the round eaves tiles with arabesque patterns and flat eaves tiles related to the Heijo palace. They
would have been linked to the arrangement of the temple cloister depicted in the map of the Nukata-
dera.

The temple complex in the map shows either that the temple was originally founded by the end of
the seventh century and was completely rebuilt in the middle of eighth century, or that the plan was

partly changed from its original arrangement.

146



