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The Landscape of the Clan-temple Compound in the Ancient Shoen Map
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The Landscape of the Clan-temple Compound in the Ancient Shoen Map

HATTORI Tkuo

The study examines the arrangement of the temple compound and the neighboring landscape of the
Nukata-dera around the latter half of the eighth century. Previous studies tended to focus on the
temples established by the central and the local governments while privately-founded temples were
neglected. The map of Nukata-dera offers the possibility to investigate poorly-known sociological as
well as economic aspects of the ancient clan-temple.

To examine the landscape of the Nukata-dera temple, the study emphasizes on the inside of the
temple cloister, temple’s territory, cemetery, and grids for rice-fields.

Recent archaeological surveys at the Nukata-dera has revealed a group of pit holes near the
ancient compounds. The study compares the pattern with similar findings at Ikeda-dera, Kaie-ji, and

Ichimichi sites.
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