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The Toilet Pigsty

NISHITANI Masaru

The toilet pigsty is the barn juxtaposed with the toilet, where pigs are fed and raised with the
human body waste. This paper makes the following points clear from the analysis of the grave
goods of pigsty shape; their distribution is not even and the circumstances of existence differ from
place to place. The toilet pigsty was first established around the middle and low reaches of the
Hwanhe (the Yellow River) in China, aiming primarily to reduce the cost of livestock feed by
keeping pigs in the toilet shed inside the house. This was a result of internalization of stock-
farming by agriculture of the Warring State period. The production of pig manure is another
important function of the pigsty and the author of this paper assumes that the dung production
and its manuring to the farming land were quite probably united positively in the latter half of
the Later Han period. The existence of the toilet pigsty needed a cultural attitude which could
accept the human body waste as livestock feed and its remote grounds should have been in the
process of domestication of the pig.

The toilet pigsty established in the middle and low reaches of the Hwanhe, spread to peripheral
regions, and its diffusion to the wet-field rice cultivating regions along the Changjiang (the Yangtze
River) owed a lot to dung manuring of the wet field. On the other hand, the form of acceptance
of the toilet pigsty around Guanzhou region in South China was forcible with the mass emigration
of people who bore the tradition of the toilet pigsty in North China, and it aimed at raising pigs
in the inner part of the city. As it has been said, the acceptance of the toilet pigsty varied in
different localities in China itself. The pig raising in China not only formed a biogeocenotic system
organically united with agriculture by the means of human body waste feed, animal dung and
manuring, but also developed a multi-purpose and multi-faceted pig culture complicatedly united
with religious rites and festivals.

The Japanese archipelago did not accept the Chinese pig culture; we can point out as one of
its reasons that there existed a negative cultural attitude toward the use of excretions. In the
Japanese archipelago, the Chinese pig raising for food and festivals should have been specialized
mainly for the purpose of getting food. The various external negative factors such as the high

cost, religious influence and the national policy putting great importance on rice might have led the

142



The Toilet Pigsty
NisHITANI Masaru

pig raising with only one purpose on the decline, losing the impetus of raising pigs.

Grave goods in the shape of the toilet pigsty are excavated in various places in China from
graves of the Han period, and are known to be widely distributed. In this paper, such grave goods
are collected and the reason and process of the existence of the toilet pigsty will be examined,
and the conditions of its spreading and acceptance in various places will be surveyed considering
its implication.

The pig was introduced into the Japanese islands in the Yayoi period with the wetfield rice
cultivation, but it disappeared after the Nara period. In China, the pig has held an important
position among the domestic animals up to the present, and it accounts for about 80 percent of
the meat consumption according to recent statistics. In the Japanese islands, except Ryukyu
islands, why did the pig raising disappear? The relation between the human being and the pig,
examined by the study of the toilet pigsty in the Han period in China, would give us some clues

to consider the pig raising in the Japanese archipelago.
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