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The Civil Argument of Military Relief Expansion after the Russo-Japanese War
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The Civil Argument of Military Relief Expansion after the Russo-Japanese
War

ICHINOSE Toshiya

This paper verifies the logic and intention of military relief-national aid discussion and possibility
of introducing military service tax, which was widely discussed civilly after the Russo-Japanese War.
The reason why this study is conducted is as follows; here we can see the cognition and logic
of discussion that the conscription system should be constantly filled up and maintained with the
means of national relief. This is a quite interesting point to understand the various aspects of
civil view of the conscription during the period under review.

The most of the civil discussions of the topic stated above were brought forward by nonmilitary
men who had their own ideals of national defense. These discussions were not based on simple
sympathy for the difficulties of the families of disabled soldiers and draftees, but were based on the
recognition that the poor economic treatment of the families caused the demoralization and the
low national defense desire of the soldiers, and that it was unsolvable by the relief of regional
and private organizations active during the Russo-Japanese War (There was a decline of public
sympathy).

In case of MUTO Sanji (a director of Kanebo company) who introduced a bill of military relief
expansion to the Diet, he laid stress on the point that the heavy economic burden of the families
of disabled soldiers and draftees during the war, would depress the morale of the present and
future soldiers. He had a sense of identity with “the capitalist classes,” and considered the
restlessness of the conscriptional military as a problem which would affect the basis of his own
economic activities, Then he insisted a desired settlement repeatedly on political occasions.

YAJIMA Hachiro, a member of the House of Representatives, introduced a bill of military
service tax at the same time with MUTO’s movement. Their movement originated from the
sympathy for the bereaved families and the families of soldiers in active service. However, in
the actual proceedings, YAJIMA also made a political issue of a bad influence upon the morale
of the present and future soldiers, granting that there might have been some measures of
justification towards the army. The proposal of introducing the military service tax by MASUDA
Norimoto (a former captain of the army) probably influenced YAJIMA to a certain extent, and it

was also from the standpoint of perfection of armaments and prevention of demoralization. YAJIMA
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insisted the smooth carrying out of the conscription system, that is to say the filling up the system,
which accorded with MUTOQ’s opinion.

The people who are responsible for the discussion of military relief after the Russo-Japanese
War had a common idea that it was necessary to get and maintain the support to the morale of
the soldiers and the military service. The main point of issue was the means for that purpose,
and finally it resulted in establishment of National Relief and Military Relief Act, which was only

for the needy among bereaved families, families of soldiers in active service and disabled soldiers.
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